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SPACE FOR DELIBERATION ON THE NEW POLITICAL CULTURE 

GUNEA, 28 April 2022, 11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

1. Programme 

Timetable 

Presentation 

of the 

session and 

theme 

Theme Presenter/Driver 

12:00 -12:05 

 

José Ignacio 

Asensio  

Welcome and presentation 

Iker Zubimendi - 

Provincial 

Government of 

Gipuzkoa  

Leire Goienetxea - 

Eckoing 

Communication 

12:25 – 12:45 

Green and blue infrastructure: an 

opportunity to improve the health 

of the planet and people.  

Ibone Ametzaga - 

Professor of 

Ecology at the 

University of the 

Basque Country 

and expert in 

green 

infrastructure and 

ecosystem services 

12:45-12:55 Group dynamic 

Participants from 

the Think Tank 

Reflection Group 

12:55-13:55 Evaluation and end of session 

Leire Goienetxea 

and Iker 

Zubimendi 
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2. In attendance 

- Nerea Errasti 

- Iker Zubimendi 

- Mikel Orive 

- Dorleta Orue-Echevarria 

- Cristina Peña 

- Enrique Aymerich 

- Aimar Insausti 

- Iñigo Muguruza 

- Carmen Jaca 

- Enrique Ramos 

- Iñigo Doria 

- Eduardo Castellano 

- Izaskun Suberbiola 

- Javier Pradini 

- Amaia Otazo 

- Ainhoa Arrona 

- Leire Goienetxea 

- Naia Begiristain 

- Ibone Ametzaga 

- Juan Arizaga 

 

 

 

3. Welcome 

Leire Goienetxea opened the session by thanking all those attending for taking 

part. She said that one of the priorities of the Green Recovery Think Tank is to work 

around the seven levers of the Green Deal: ‘We have done some preliminary work with 

the priorities you set, to incorporate them into the Department’s own policies’. 

Iker Zubimendi then took the floor, saying that in the previous sessions they had 

worked on the green infrastructure itself in ‘quite theoretical’ terms. ‘Today we will be 

working in a more practical way. Indeed, we are working on biodiversity and the green 

infrastructure action plan. Our main goal is active restoration, and the specific actions 
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we carry out are awareness raising and, for example, coordination with agents, as we 

seek new financing formulae... We have to define all this’. He then introduced Ibone 

Ametzaga, the speaker at the session.  

 

4. Green and blue infrastructure: an opportunity to improve the 

health of the planet and people 

 Ibone Ametzaga introduced herself as a biologist working in the area of ecology 

at the Public University of the Basque Country, as well as being the Coordinator of the 

UNESCO Chair. She said she was working on the evaluation of ecosystem services. ‘We 

have worked on the analysis of ecosystem services together with the Provincial 

Government of Bizkaia and the Basque Government. We have also done all the maps of 

services in the Basque Country. We identify needs and then translate them into plans and 

grants. We have succeeded in incorporating all these concepts related to land 

management, ecosystem services, etc. into the plans of the different tiers of 

government’.  

She continued discussing her areas of work. In particular, she mentioned 

economic resources for financing green infrastructure. She described the current 

situation: ‘it is very important to remember that the biosphere we live in is only about 20 

kilometres thick. Today we are facing an energy crisis, but there will also be a water 

crisis’. She reminded the participants of the importance of preserving the biosphere. 

‘Land and land uses are really important. Everything we do on this surface has an impact. 

For example, 30% of the land is habitable, and of that 30%, 50% is used for agriculture. 

The sector gives us only 18% of the calories we eat. So, we have a responsibility when it 

comes to thinking about what we eat. We need changes in land use; we are in an urgent 

situation, but one we can cope with’.  

She explained that biodiversity is ‘the earth’s life insurance policy. It is very 

concerning to see that some species have started flowering a whole month earlier than 

they did just 40 years ago. More than a question of climate change, this is a global 

change. We have to think of it in those terms’. She said that out form of management 

must be adaptive. ‘The plans are very interesting, but you have to monitor those plans 
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to see how they are working. We need to have a reactive and adaptive system. We are 

talking about socio-ecosystems. We are talking about multifunctional landscapes where 

the population is integrated, where the land management is also integrated into the 

landscape. We need to understand that we are part of nature, and that our landscape 

must respond to the challenges we face. Working from a transdisciplinary perspective, 

we will have the knowledge that will help us to achieve a solution. The well-being we 

enjoy is enabled by well-functioning ecosystems’. She said that ecosystem services are 

grouped into the following categories: 

● Microclimate regulation 

● Cultural 

● Recreation 

● Water purification 

● Genetic resources 

● Soil fertility 

● Pest control  

● Food, fibres, etc.  

● Flood control 

● Knowledge and research 

She added that we have to look for win-win scenarios: ‘ecosystems don’t tend 

towards the maximum in any area. They tend to be multifunctional. That’s what we 

need. Depending on the decisions we make, we will have better well-being. One of the 

big problems in this regard is green infrastructure. Green infrastructure needs to be 

managed and designed to be a strategic and multifunctional network. In addition, it will 

be necessary to think about what can be done to ensure that peri-urban areas are not 

lost: parks and the surrounding area, for example. Perhaps we need laws that prevent 

people from building just anywhere. What is clear is that green spaces need to be 

multifunctional and connected. As for the development of the Basque Green 

Infrastructure network, the most important thing is to talk to the social agents and for 

all of us to understand what needs to be done. It is also important to monitor what is 

being done’. She discussed the current state of the Basque Country in terms of its green 

infrastructure network and the multifunctionality of ecosystems. She set out the 

situations of Bizkaia, Gipuzkoa and Alava, explaining the corridors, as well as the 
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multifunctionality of the ecosystems. ‘Artificially created corridors don’t work: animals 

and species do not do what humans want them to do. The environment is here, and the 

environment is everything. All departments need to realise this. The idea is to try to pay 

for multifunctionality, not for a service. For example, changes in land use are very 

relevant. One centimetre of soil takes 100 years to form. Soil is not a sustainable 

resource. Soil is very important and we are not giving it the importance it deserves’. She 

concluded her presentation by pointing out that the green infrastructure must be well 

managed, throughout the territory, in order to retain an environment and not to lose 

out in terms of wellbeing.  

 

5. Introduction to working dynamics 

Leire Goienetxea took the floor. She thanked Ibone Ametzaga and launched the 

group dynamic. She explained how the dynamic would work. She said that each group 

would have a person of reference, and that they would work in three different areas. 

‘Each area will work on a specific theme’. An hour-long group dynamic then began. 

 

6. Evaluation and end of session 

After an hour’s deliberation, Leire Goienetxea thanked all the participants for 

attending the meeting and collected all the contributions. She also asked them to fill out 

the evaluation sheets.  

With regard to the next session on 9 June, Iker Zubimendi set out the details of 

the biodiversity action plan. 
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7. Appendices 

a. Working Document No. 11 

 

THINK TANK 

DELIBERATION SPACE ON THE GREEN RECOVERY  

Working Document No. 11 

Session 4, Cycle II 

28 April 2022 

 

This second cycle of the Green Recovery Think Tank began by focusing on one of the 

lever policies of the European Green Deal: Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure.  

With the aim of launching the drawing-up of a roadmap of actions and pilot projects 

that would allow the province to incorporate appropriate policies for attaining climate 

neutrality and decarbonisation of the economy, the deliberation group began by 

working on the importance of biodiversity, the current situation in Gipuzkoa, the needs 

and challenges facing the province, ideas, actions and projects and the role of each 

agent involved in the change.  

In this first session, different aspects and challenges were detected and addressed in 

different sessions. The first of these is aimed at communication, dissemination and 

awareness of the biodiversity of the territory and its Green Infrastructure Network. 

The second is related to regulations, laws and plans, the network of agents and 

administrative coordination. The map of the contributions from this last session is as 

follows. 

Framework for discussion: Green Infrastructure Action Plan and investment for 

improvement actions 

Following a proposal for action by more than 70 countries, the UN General Assembly 

has declared 2021-2030 to be the Decade of Ecosystem Restoration. Within this 

framework, the General Directorate for the Environment is preparing an action plan to 
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improve the ecological functionality of Gipuzkoa’s green infrastructure. This plan will 

contain a definition of all the actions to be implemented by the Directorate over the 

coming years in order to conserve and restore the connectivity and ecological 

functionality of the green infrastructure; to enhance its role as a carbon sink; to 

provide the territory with greater resilience and capacity for adaptation in the face of 

the impacts of climate change and to ensure the conservation of biodiversity. Faced 

with this challenge, we need to determine the priority actions to be included in the 

plan, together with the areas that should be prioritised when allocating the available 

budget. Innovative formulas must also be explored to finance and undertake the 

enormous amount of investment needed to restore ecosystems. The central themes 

for discussion at the next session will be: 

1. What should be the strategic objectives of a Green Infrastructure action plan 

for Gipuzkoa?  

2. Taking into account the jurisdiction and powers of the provincial government 

and the functions of the Department of the Environment and Hydraulic Works, 

what kind of actions should we include in this plan with a view to achieving 

those objectives.  

3. Innovative formulas for financing actions and land management (compensation 

funds, land stewardship, etc.)  

 

 

  

SUMMARY, CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE SESSION ON BIODIVERSITY 

AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

At the session of the Green Recovery Think Tank on 28 April, discussions were held on 

strategic objectives, types of actions and innovative formulas for financing actions and 

land management. The following maps show the answers given by the participants in 

the group dynamics. 
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b. Presentation by Ibone Ametzaga 
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c. Results of group dynamics 
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