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As stated in Working Document no. 6, following the session of 22 June, this second 

cycle of the Green Recovery Think Tank aims to create a meeting point for reflection 

on climate change from the perspective of green recovery, to address the future 

challenges that remain in this area in Gipuzkoa, and to reflect on them.  

To this end, the work of this deliberation group will be geared towards creating a 

roadmap with specific actions arising from joint reflection and deliberation, with 

direct action in the policies of the Department of the Environment to achieve 

decarbonisation of the economy and climate neutrality by 2050. This task requires 

working now and in the future in a shared, participative and consensual way with all 

the agents, citizens, industry and sectors operating in Gipuzkoa.  

 

THE 7 LEVERAGE POLICIES OF THE GREEN DEAL - analysis and conceptual map of the 

situation in Gipuzkoa 

As an initial introduction to this second cycle, the first session focused on learning 

about the Green Deal lever policies and identifying the initiatives already implemented 

in Gipuzkoa to combat climate change. 

 

The purpose was to create a visual map, classifying these initiatives into the seven 

lever policies, in order to identify the areas of the Green Deal that are being addressed 

least in the province.  

 

This map was sent to the participants, who were asked to reflect individually on the 

issues that they believe should be prioritised for this second cycle of the Think Tank.  

 



 

After receiving and analysing these contributions, the focus was placed on five themes 

that the deliberation group will address in upcoming sessions:  

 

● Farm-to-Fork  

● Biodiversity and green infrastructures  

● Zero Pollution  

● Sustainable industry and how to achieve it : Zero Defect/Zero Waste/Zero 

Impact Factory 

● Clean energy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYCLE II AGENDA 



 

Each of these lever policies, or strategies, will be addressed in the sessions from three 

perspectives: A European perspective, allowing us to identify and contextualise the 

work being carried out elsewhere in Europe; a Spanish vision with the strategies 

announced or implemented at state level, and a provincial vision, i.e. a diagnosis of 

the situation in Gipuzkoa with regard to each of these Green Deal lever policies.  

 

These strategies, selected and agreed upon in the group, will be discussed in bimonthly 

sessions between now and 2023, with the aim of creating a roadmap that will allow 

the territory to incorporate appropriate policies to achieve climate neutrality and 

decarbonisation of the economy, starting with the strategy relating to Biodiversity and 

Green infrastructures.  

 

BIODIVERSITY AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURES 

The Biodiversity Strategy, one of the pillars of the Green Deal, 1aims to put European 

biodiversity on the path to recovery by 2030, for the benefit of its people, the climate 

and the planet, seeking to strengthen society's resilience to future threats such as the 

effects of climate change, forest fires or food insecurity among others.  

At the same time, work is also being carried out to promote green infrastructure, 

broadly defined as 2a proven tool that simultaneously brings ecological, economic and 

social benefits through natural solutions, and which highlights human dependence on 

natural processes and flows and on biodiversity. It is therefore essential to identify and 

promote the existence of multifunctional spaces outside protected areas which, while 

enhancing the so-called ecosystem services, contribute to reducing the fragmentation 

of ecosystems and/or improving the ecological permeability of the territory, thereby 

increasing its resilience to environmental pressures. 

                                                      
1 Reference to the executive summary of the European Commission's 2030 Biodiversity Strategy. 
2 Reference taken from the Diagnóstico para la planificación de la Red de Infraestructura Verde de 

Gipuzkoa, December 2019. Prepared by Arc Consultoría Medioambiental and Athesis Lavola for the 

Provincial Government of Gipuzkoa's Department of the Environment. 



 

 

Thus, this second cycle will begin with the Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure 

strategy. 

 

SUMMARY, CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE SESSION ON BIODIVERSITY 

AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

The session of the Green Recovery Think Tank held on 14 October 2021 served to kick-

start the deliberation on the items on the agenda of the second cycle of the think tank. 

The aim of the session was to make a diagnosis of green infrastructures in Gipuzkoa 

and to present the National Biodiversity Strategy, in order to draw up a roadmap for 

upcoming sessions of the Think Tank. Participants were asked to answer the following 

four questions in the group dynamic and the brainstorming session: 

Group Dynamic 

● Why do we consider biodiversity important? 

● How does it contribute to combatting climate change? 



 

Brainstorming 

● How do we think Gipuzkoa is doing in this area? 

● What can I contribute as a person/agent involved in this process? 

The maps below show the answers given by the participants to the questions. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


