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This second cycle of the Green Recovery Think Tank began by focusing on one of the key 

policies of the European Green Pact: Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure. 

 

With the aim of launching the drawing-up of a roadmap of actions and pilot projects that 

would allow the province to incorporate appropriate policies for attaining climate neutrality 

and decarbonisation of the economy, the deliberation group began by working on the 

importance of biodiversity, the current situation in Gipuzkoa, the needs and challenges facing 

the province, ideas, actions and projects and the role of each agent involved in the change. 

 

Following this session, a range of different aspects to be addressed were detected such as 

communication, dissemination and awareness of the biodiversity of the territory and the 

Green Infrastructure Network of the territory, addressed at the session of 27 January. 

 

The group work session led to the creation of a map with different contributions, which is 

presented below and from which new actions will emerge.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Regulation, coordination and network of agents 

Protecting biodiversity and guaranteeing the ecosystem services of green infrastructure 

requires regulating and limiting land use and exploitation.  

 

The need to tackle climate change also introduces new needs and demands on the province: 

climate change mitigation requires improving the carbon absorption capacity of the soil and 

vegetation, and addressing the changes that are occurring makes it necessary to increase the 

resilience of our natural systems by conserving their biodiversity and ensuring their 

connectivity. 

 

In the case of Gipuzkoa, all these demands and requirements for land are also specific to a 

small province with a high population density, with a combination of at least four 

administrative levels and a large number of sectorial economic and social interests at play.  

 

Catering for all these uses and demands and ensuring that they are compatible means striking 

a difficult balance between exploitation and use of the territory on the one hand and its 

conservation on the other. Amongst the tools we will have to use to achieve this balance are: 

1. Laws regulating the different activities and land uses, as well as protection of natural 

areas, including land management plans.  

2. Good inter-administrative coordination between the different bodies responsible for 

regulating and acting on the territory and reaching agreements between the different 

sectors that use it.  

3. Establishing a network of agents to promote the improvement of a green 

infrastructure network in Gipuzkoa.  

 

SUMMARY, CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE SESSION ON BIODIVERSITY AND 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

In the Think Tank Green Recovery session on 17 March 2022, discussions were held on how to 

define and apply the laws regulating different activities and uses of the land and the protection 

of natural areas; create good inter-administrative coordination and search for agreements; and 

establish a network of agents to promote improvements to the green infrastructure network in 

Gipuzkoa.  

 

The following maps show the answers given by the participants in the group dynamics on laws, 

regulations and plans; inter-administrative coordination; and the network of agents. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


