
  

11th 

09/06/2022 



 

2 

 

 

 

Contents 
 

1. Programme 3 

2. In attendance 4 

3. Welcome and presentation 4 

4. Main conclusions of the deliberation process 5 

5. Gipuzkoa Green Infrastructure Action Plan. How have the Think Tank's proposals 

been included? 6 

6. Debate 8 

7. Evaluation and end of session 10 

8. Appendices 12 

a. Presentation: Gipuzkoa Green Infrastructure Action Plan 12 

 

  



 

3 

 

 

 

DELIBERATION SPACE ON THE GREEN RECOVERY  

GUNEA, 9 June 2022, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

1. Programme 

Timetable 

Presentation 

of the 

session and 

theme 

Theme Presenter/Driver 

11:30–11:40 

am 

 

José Ignacio 

Asensio  

Welcome and presentation 

José Ignacio 

Asensio - Deputy 

(Provincial 

Minister)  

for Environment 

and Hydraulic 

Works 

at the Provincial 

Government of 

Gipuzkoa 

11:40–12:00 

am 

Main conclusions of the 

deliberation process 

Mónica Pedreira - 

Environmental 

Director, Provincial 

Government of 

Gipuzkoa 

12:00–12:20 

pm 

Gipuzkoa Green Infrastructure 

Action Plan. How have the Think 

Tank's proposals been included? 

Iker Zubimendi -  

Environment 

Officer, 

Provincial 

Government of 

Gipuzkoa 

12:20–12:55 

pm 
Debate 

Participants from 

the Think Tank 

Reflection Group 



 

4 

 

12:55–1:00 

pm 
Evaluation and end of session 

Leire Goienetxea 

& José Ignacio 

Asensio 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In attendance 

- Mónica Pedreira 

- Nerea Errasti 

- Iker Zubimendi 

- David Zabala 

- Jesús Alquézar 

- Cristina Peña 

- Enrique Ramos 

- Ainhoa González 

- Amaia Otazo 

- Ibone Ametzaga 

- Leire Goienetxea 

- Mikel Gaztañaga 

 

 

 

3. Welcome and presentation 

Mónica Pedreira opened the session and greeted the participants. She explained 

that this would be the last session in the cycle on biodiversity and green infrastructures 

in Gipuzkoa. ‘In our sessions over the last months, we have been working on green 

infrastructure. This Think Tank has acted as a space for participation and listening. Our 

public policies have been enriched by everything we have shared and discussed in this 

group. In this last session of the Think Tank I want to lay the emphasis on the function 

and role of this forum. In recent months we have reviewed some important issues. We 

have worked on three blocks in which you have given us lots of input. Your contributions 

have been included in the proposals and projects that are gong to be presented. Today I 

would like to focus on the final conclusions.’  
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4. Main conclusions of the deliberation process 

 Mónica Pedreira continued her presentation by focusing on the main conclusions 

of the deliberation process. She began by summarising the Think Tank's trajectory. ‘We 

have worked on the diagnosis and areas for action. We held an initial meeting on green 

infrastructure and grouped your contributions into three different blocks: dissemination, 

awareness and communication. There is a need to work on the field of knowledge and 

for the different agents to cooperate together. The importance of connecting with nature 

was also mentioned. Finally, we addressed the economic and industrial dimension of this 

topic: green infrastructure and biodiversity have implications for the competitiveness of 

the province's economy and industries’. Mónica Pedreira distinguished between the two 

main conclusions, which are cross-cutting in nature:  

● The various actors operating in the province need to be involved in one way or 

another. The connection must go beyond the issue of green infrastructure and 

the various departments of the Provincial Council of Gipuzkoa. Other sectors of 

society must also be involved.  

● The need to collaborate with experts and create expert networks prioritising 

action.  
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5. Gipuzkoa Green Infrastructure Action Plan. How have the 

Think Tank's proposals been included?  

Iker Zubimendi then presented the action plan for green infrastructures in 

Gipuzkoa. ‘As Mónica Pedreira explained, the idea of this Think Tank has been to compile 

all the comments and ideas that have come up in this group and incorporate them into 

the plan. We have drawn up the basis for the action plan with Naturklima. We also 

envisage working with other agents and actors from the province on other specific 

actions. These actors may have important powers within the province’. 

He explained that they have six programmes with a single general objective.  

● The first is the programme for integration of the Green Infrastructure and the 

Green Infrastructure Network of Gipuzkoa in territorial and municipal planning, 

and to support local government in introducing local green infrastructure 

networks. 

● The second is the programme for the conservation and improvement of the 

ecological functionality of the Green Infrastructure.  

● The third is the programme to promote a system for managing the Green 

Infrastructure Network of Gipuzkoa, aimed at preserving and improving its 

ecological functions by the administrations responsible for managing the 

territory. 

● The fourth is the programme to raise awareness of the Green Infrastructure 

among the population and promote citizen co-responsibility in nature 

conservation. 

● The fifth programme is to improve knowledge on the Green Infrastructure and 

its capacity to provide ecosystem services.  

● And the final one is the programme for governance and monitoring of the Green 

Infrastructure Network of Gipuzkoa. To establish a governance system for the 

Green Infrastructure Network of Gipuzkoa, coordinated and consistent between 

the different agents operating in the province.  
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‘All of these programmes can be subdivided into 52 actions and subprogrammes, 

which are provisional in nature. There is still time to make more recommendations or 

propose other ideas. The first session was a brainstorming session. A lot of ideas were 

raised which we have been working on and incorporating into the process. In the second 

session, we addressed the issue of dissemination and communication. These have been 

integrated into the fourth programme. The third session of the Think Tank we dealt with 

the topic of investments and how to finance them. This is linked to the second 

conservation programme and also to the first programme. Starting from the final 

session, an action plan has been drawn up. All of these actions are described in 

Programme Two. We have also established three subprogrammes. It was proposed that 

the municipal authorities should participate’.  

‘We have also worked at a municipal level in the rural areas. For example, the 

orientation of re-greening industrial parks, in a context where we can no longer consume 

more land and no longer continue artificialising the land. There were also other groups 

of proposals. There were proposals for collaboration and governance that we have 
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incorporated into different programmes. It was not possible to include all the proposals 

that arose in the group. Nonetheless, this philosophy is present in all the actions that 

have been developed. In addition to this list of 52 actions, the action plan includes 

another 40-50 improvement projects. We are carrying out field work in order to define 

them’.  

‘I would like to end by saying that this cycle of the Think Tank is now coming to 

an end. But, as Monica said earlier, we are open to any collaboration. If you want to send 

us a proposal, please free to do so. Our inbox is always open’. 

 

6. Debate 

Mónica Pedreira opened the group discussion saying that, although this cycle of 

the Think Tank is now ending, they could still make recommendations. ‘If you have any 

input to give, please feel free. We are still working on the plan, and once it is finished, we 

will email it to you’.  

‘We wanted to go beyond the importance of green infrastructure: we have tried 

to find a convergence of policies that were not strictly limited to this field. The aim was 

to introduce a social dimension. So the green infrastructure has given us an opportunity 

to integrate other debates and other fields. She went on to say that they think leadership 

is very important: ‘the fact that there is coordination and collaboration between 

different actors is important. It is much more than biodiversity; it is a broader vision. It is 

also an opportunity to reactivate the economy: There will be opportunities and support, 

and we will have to translate all this into projects into practice. What we have tried to 

do is to create an action plan in consultation with other actors in the province’.  

Ibone Ametzaga said that she agreed that the issue goes far beyond that of 

climate. ‘For example, the municipal authorities have problems that have been solved in 

the way that nature solves them. It is adaptive management. I would like to add that I 

think the health dimension is very important. For example, creating parks is not just a 

climate or environmental issue. It also has a positive impact on people's health’. 



 

9 

 

Mónica Pedreira said she agreed with Ibone Ametzaga that one of the indicators 

should be health. ‘Let me give you an example: How much do we invest in public health 

to solve problems whose origin lies with the climate? For example, air pollution’. 

Ibone Ametzaga added that they are developing guidelines for the municipal 

authorities to integrate green infrastructure guides. ‘We are developing lots of projects 

that can be implemented at a municipal level. If you are interested, I can explain it in 

more detail’. 

 

Cristina Peña thanked them. ‘All the work we have done in this group has been 

very useful for me. So, thank you for everything. It has been a pleasure to meet you and 

to participate in this group. Thank you’. 

Amaia Otazo also said she was grateful for everything that had been done during 

the deliberation process of the Think Tank. ‘In my case, participating in this Think Tank 

has allowed me to learn how public policies are generated. We often find out too late. 

At Fundación Kutxa, we will continue to support the lines of work that have been 

established in this group. I imagine we will continue to collaborate. Thank you for 

everything’.  

Mónica Pedreira proposed the creation of a network of agents. ‘We want to stay 

in touch. We want you to tell us how we can increase the impact. Each actor will have 
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his or her own concerns and the aim is to allow you to pass those concerns on to us. We 

look forward to working with you’. 

Ainhoa González also thanked all the participants: ‘When we started this group I 

came along purely out of personal interest. However, as we have progressed, I have 

joined in as a representative of private enterprise. Thank you for everything. It has been 

a pleasure to take part in this cycle of the Think Tank’.  

David Zabala also thanked all the participants. ‘I agree with what was said during 

the session. I was pleased that we got down to the level of specific projects. To give you 

an example, I liked the issue of the tax deduction. And the idea of companies having to 

compensate locally for their carbon footprint. Moreover, I think the collaboration 

between different agents from the province is very important. As others have said, we at 

Naturklima are also open to any kind of collaboration. Thank you for everything’.  

Enrique Ramos took the floor, saying he wanted to make a brief reflection. ‘We 

have managed to get down to the level of reality and practicality. Theory and reflection 

are all very well, but you have to get down to reality. If you don't make an impact on the 

real situation, in my opinion, you are not helping. I rate this Think Tank positively. 

Congratulations’.  

 

 

 

7. Evaluation and end of session 

Mónica Pedreira agreed with Enrique Ramos that it is necessary to have an 

impact on the real situation. ‘I believe that, as a public institution, in calling on different 

companies, foundations and institutions, we have an obligation to go beyond reflection. 

It is our duty, and it is a question of respect. As a public administration, we want your 

reflections to have an impact on the creation of public policies. We have listened to you, 

and it is a space for dialogue. Good management engages in as much reflection as 

necessary, but it also acts. The problem is not a lack of information. It is time to act. I 

would also like to say that we have tried to work with the utmost sincerity’. 
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He said that there had been a very good combination of technical and political 

experts. ‘You need a good technical core and good political direction. In this group we 

have had that combination, and that has enabled us to move forward much faster. On 

that note, I would like to end the session and thank you all for your participation. As I 

said before, our inbox is always open for your suggestions. Thank you very much’. 

Ibone Ametzaga said that before the session adjourned, she wanted to say that 

she agreed about the importance of the technical core. ‘They are key players in the 

transformation process. The combination of politicians and technical staff that Mónica 

Pedreira mentioned is of key importance. In addition, I would like to say that this Think 

Tank has been sincerely listened to. We have worked on some very important issues that 

are having serious repercussions. There is a lot of interdependence between different 

areas. Finally to conclude, I would like to thank you all. Thank you’.  
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8. Appendices 

a. Presentation: Gipuzkoa Green Infrastructure Action Plan 
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