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This second cycle of the Green Recovery Think Tank began by focusing on one of the lever 

policies of the European Green Deal: Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure.  

With the aim of launching the drawing-up of a roadmap of actions and pilot projects that 

would allow the province to incorporate appropriate policies for attaining climate neutrality 

and decarbonisation of the economy, the deliberation group began by working on the 

importance of biodiversity, the current situation in Gipuzkoa, the needs and challenges facing 

the province, ideas, actions and projects and the role of each agent involved in the change.  

In this first session, different aspects and challenges were detected and addressed in different 

sessions. The first of these is aimed at communication, dissemination and awareness of the 

biodiversity of the territory and its Green Infrastructure Network. The second is related to 

regulations, laws and plans, the network of agents and administrative coordination. The map 

of the contributions from this last session is as follows. 

Framework for discussion: Green Infrastructure Action Plan and investment for improvement 

actions 

Following a proposal for action by more than 70 countries, the UN General Assembly has 

declared 2021-2030 to be the Decade of Ecosystem Restoration. Within this framework, the 

General Directorate for the Environment is preparing an action plan to improve the ecological 

functionality of Gipuzkoa’s green infrastructure. This plan will contain a definition of all the 

actions to be implemented by the Directorate over the coming years in order to conserve and 

restore the connectivity and ecological functionality of the green infrastructure; to enhance its 

role as a carbon sink; to provide the territory with greater resilience and capacity for 

adaptation in the face of the impacts of climate change and to ensure the conservation of 

biodiversity. Faced with this challenge, we need to determine the priority actions to be 

included in the plan, together with the areas that should be prioritised when allocating the 

available budget. Innovative formulas must also be explored to finance and undertake the 

enormous amount of investment needed to restore ecosystems. The central themes for 

discussion at the next session will be: 

1. What should be the strategic objectives of a Green Infrastructure action plan for 

Gipuzkoa?  

2. Taking into account the jurisdiction and powers of the provincial government and the 

functions of the Department of the Environment and Hydraulic Works, what kind of 

actions should we include in this plan with a view to achieving those objectives.  



 

3. Innovative formulas for financing actions and land management (compensation funds, 

land stewardship, etc.)  

 

 

  

SUMMARY, CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE SESSION ON BIODIVERSITY AND 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

At the session of the Green Recovery Think Tank on 28 April, discussions were held on 

strategic objectives, types of actions and innovative formulas for financing actions and land 

management. The following maps show the answers given by the participants in the group 

dynamics. 

 



 

 

 

 


